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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

WINTER GARDEN, Broadway. opposita Boad atreet.—
Invistars Punce—Rovsar Macains,

NEW BOWERY THEA' Bowewy.—Tararon's Doow—
iz Brivaxn—Love 1y Foun Uomyums,

-E‘F'l.mi THEATRE, Chatham street, —Macesra—Jus.

————

BARNUM'S AMERIOCAN MUBRUM, Froadway —Day
snd Bvening—T Huazr or Hoxrxa—DounLy ‘unn
Boou—Bxraks, Bas ANp Ovuga CurionriEs.

———

BRVYANTS' MIN Mechanios’ Hall, 472 Broad.
way. —BuaLssquxs, Boxgs, oxs, &0.—Rusarp Fain,

NTBLO'R BALOON,

Broadway. —Liorn's MiwstiriLs v
Boaizsques, Bongs, ﬂllm &o,—Darxiny JuUsILER,

MELODEON CONOERT HALL, No. 63 Broadway.—
Boxgs, Dawcsa, Bumimsqums, &o.

CANTERBURY
Davons, Buarzsques, &0.

ETUTVEBANT INBTPTUTE, 8 Broadway —Muk Axva
Buisuwor's Usavssn CONCEBUTS.

MUBIO HALL, B35 Broadway.—Soxas,

GAITIES CONCERT ROOM, 616 Broadway.—Drawing
Roox ExtinraiNuents, Barrers, Fastomiwes, Fancss, &¢.

New York, Thursday, May 16, 1861.
THE SITUATION OF AFFAIRS.

The views, and probable policy of European go-
vernments as regards the position of this country,
form no unimportant part of the history of the ex-
isting crisis, inasmuch as they may seriously affect
the fssue, and in the absence of the text of
Lord Jobm Russell's late speech in the British
Tlouse of Commong relative to the blockade of
the Southern ports by the federal government and
the privateering system organized by the rebel
authorities, the course which the British govern-

ment intends to adopt is not very clearly mani-

fested. The London Herald, Lord Derby's
organ, speaking unmistakably in a  spirit
of parly opposition, intimates that meither

the blockade enforced by the United States
government nor the issue of letters of margue by
Jefferson Davis can be tolerated hy England. be-
cause they must result in preventing the exporta-
tion of cotton, unless British ships of war are em-
ployed to put them down. It declares that if
our cotton canmot be obtained by fair means
there must be no scruple to get it by foul means,
beosuse the daily bread of four or five millions of
the working classes of England depends upon

the supply of that articie. In France the
American  question is8  the general subject
of discussion with the press, and the

Nigele expresses a hope that the strennons effurts
of the government will be directed to promote
reconciliation between the North and the South.
Nothing explicit on the part of either government,
Lowever, respecting the recognition of the Con-
federate States has as yer been expressed.

The government at Washington continues to act
with great vigor. It being understood that the
1:bel States have made proffers to purchase ves-
#ols in Ergland and other European countries, the
ndministration bas notified the diplomatic corps
tiat mo such purchase will be respected, mo
wmatter under what flag the vessels may sail. The
ciplomatic corps has also been notified that if
uny Commissioner, or Minister, from the seceeded
Ftutea be recelved by nny Enropean Power the
povernment will not hesitate to break off all
diplomatic relations with such Power—will recall
e United Btates Minister Court,
wad will dismiss the representative of that
Power resident in Washington. It is thns evident
that our government i determined to deal with
the Southern confederacy In every way as a rebel-

at  such

Lious portion of this republic

The committee from this city, eonsisting of
Messrs. Astor, liraper and others, in their inter-
view with the President yesterday, received the
pssurance that the government i= determined to
repesscss at once all the federal property in
Virginia aud the other border States, and to pro-
1ect the loyal citizens there in all their rizghts to
the full extent of The President
Lias furthermore, on the repredentation of the com
mittee, decided to accept the fourtecn regiments
now engoelled in this city under the first and second

its power,

calls by proclamation, and they are to be hurried
oi to the seat of wor without delay. This will
make a total of forty-two regiments accepted futo
the United States service from New York.

From all the intelligence received from Harper's
Ferry, it is said that the gaverument is of opinion
fhat the position the rébels there is
very strong, and that from the rapidity with
which  they have  erected fortifications
there, it will be exceedingly difficult to
dislodge them, if they are allowed to stromgthen
themselves still further, Tt is probable, therefore,
that the first collision will take place at that
point, Tt appears pretly evident that the rebels
fre concentrating a very large force there, 3,000
groops Laving arrived on Sonday from various
directions, which, sccording to previons aceounts,
gould make the entire force on the heights around
1lLe 'otomac and Shenandoali amount to between
pix aud seven thousand.

Pederal troopa continue to advance towards
Washington, Four thousand five hundred men,
gumong them three Philadelphia regiment left 1'er.
gyville yesterdny for Baltimore, by steamers, and
Binve landed ot Locost Point, General Cadwalla

of

gler communnding.

The United Btates squadron lying off Fort Pick
w1 wte enforeing & rigorous and damaging block-
gule, by preventing vessels from New Orleans and
Blohile landing provisiond for the rebel army,
Qicae being the only points from which their sup-
plies have boen received for a long time,

Col. Anderson pasaed through Philadelphia yes-
feriay on Lis woy to take command of his Ken

tucky brizade. [nan ioterview with Gov. Corlin,
it is stated that be made the startling asneuao-
ment that Joha €. Breckiordge was o meet him
in Ciucinnati and taks a command vader him In
the service of the gove:nment

The cvacuation of some of the furta in the Weat
by United States troops receutly, which created
sowe surprise and misapprehension, 4 now ae
counted for by the fact that the War De-
partmest, on the 17th of April, i-sued orders to
the commandants of Vort Smith, Arkansasz, and
Foris Gibson, Cebb and Vashita, to withdraw
the garrisons and reveaue, with all the mavable
government properts, to Fort Leaveasworth, at
the same time ordering these forts to be ocoupled
by the Kansas voluntecra, ’

In the Wheeling Convention yalufr&v. the
committec reported the caliing of a Conveution
on the 1ith of June, appoiuting a Central Com-
mittee of Nine, empowered with orders for re-
asscmbling the Convention before the General
Convention if necessary. This report was
ndopted and the Convention adjourned sine die.

We learn from New Orleans that Commission-
ers from Havana have gone to Montgomery to
confer withr the Confederate government concera-
ing Eouthern shipping at Cuban ports.

The News.

The Baxonia arrived at this port- last evening

from Hamburg, bringing our European files dated
on the 4th of May. Although the news by the
Saxonia has been anticipated by the Europa and
Parana, the papers contain some important ar-
ticles on the subject of the war crisis in America,
more particularly in reference to the proposed
blockade of the Southern ports by the federal
fleet, and the anticipated cffcet of that measure on
the export and supply of cotton from this country
to England. Some of the London journals fear
that England’s interpretation of the law of neu-
tral rights may be violated by the United States
war vessels in the execution of their duty, and
that diplomatic complications between the go-
vernment of Queen Victoria and the Cabinetin
Washington may ensue in consequence. The lLon-
don Herald (Derby organ) maintains that cotton
must be had “by fair means or foul.” We publish
a number of these articles this morning, with &
verhatim report of the speech made by Lord John
Russell in the Commons on the 2d inst. on the
question of the hlockade. The latest news from
the United States had depressed the London
money market,
Our correspondent at Porto Cabello, Venezuela,
writing on the 26th ult., states that order was
again in the ascendant in that country. General
"aez, who had gene into the interior, had dispers-
od the revolutionists, and the government is now
looked upon as firmly and permanently establish-
ed.  PBusiness was resuming its wonted buoyancy,
and produce was coming to market in great abun-
dance. The bark White Wing, from Philadelphia,
had arrived nt Porto Cabello. The schooner Po-
conoket, for this port, was loading hides at Rar-
celona.

The United Stades ship Vandalia, 8. Phillips Lee,
commander, arrived at this port yesterday alter-
noon from a cruise on the African station. She s
last from the Cape of Good Hope, which port she
left March 24, and is in want of cables, provisions
and some repairs.

The consignecs of the steamship Great
Fastern state that that vessel will positive-
ly sail for Liverpool on the 25th inst., Bhe will,
lowever, be on exhibition for a few days. The
aceommodations for passengers possessed by this
ship are said to transcend thoxe of any other
veseel afloat, and numerous passengers are alrea-
dy bouvked lor the outward voyage.

Bix additional regiments are to go into camp in
Maine, to await a requisition from the govern-
ment.

Preadstuffs and provisions in Savannal are
pretty well np in price. Flour is selling for $10
i barrel ; corn, 1 20 per bushel ; bacon, 15 cents
per pound. No ham in market.

Over five handred of the Confederate troops left
ltichmond on Baturday, on the Central Railroad,
for secret service. The Richmond Dispateh says
they all looked “*capable of chewing up the North-
croners in the proportion of five to one."” They
must be astonishing fellows.

The Border State Convention, which was called
by Virginia, will meet at Frankfort, Ky.. on Mon-
day next. the 20th inst. The Old Dominion, since
the call was made, having become the property of
Joff. Davis, will not be represented. 1t is proba-
ble, however, that Kentucky, Missonri, Maryland
nud Delaware will send delegates, Hon. John J.
Crittenden  is mentioned as likely te be the
President.,

Gov, Ellis, of North Carolina, Hon. L, 0. B,
Drunel, and «ix mewbers of the North Carolina
legislature, were in Richmond on Monday on im-
portant business,

The school officers of the Nineteenth ward in-

tend to have a splendid new Star Spangled Ban-
ner erocted on the Fifty first street schoolhouse
at half-past two o'clock this afternoon.
The Commissioners ol Emigration visited the in-
“titutions on Ward's lsland yesterday instead of
holding & meeting. The nomber of emigrants
landed here last week was 3437 of which more
tham one-third were brought in the steamers
Rugigaroo and Vigo. The total number landed
since the st of Jaanary last is 20,002 .or 4,055
less thnn to the same date lost year,

A communication was received in the Board of
Fdueation last evening from Colone! Devoe, offer-
ing big services to teach the older scholars of the
public schools military exercises. Tt was referred
to the Committee on the Course of Studies. The
stbject of building a fircproof library was again
postponed till the first October mecting. These
were the only subjects of interest that came up in
the Board of Education last evening.

Rudelph Bloomenberg, who has been tried twice
for perjury in swearing to o fictitions amount of
property as bail for the slaver Orion, was tried
again and found guilty vesterday. Sentence de-
ferred.

The market for beef cattle was buoyant yester-
day, and full prices were realized. Milch cows
were quiet.  Veals were plenty and dull, except
for prime. Sheep and lambs were firm for all
kinds, at an advance of scventy-five cents per
liead, Swine were dull and ' e, per pound lower.
The total receipts were: —4,350 heeves, 120 cows,
1,187 veals, 4,490 sheep and lambs, and 8,840 swine.

The cotton market yesterday was firm, but dealors
appearcd indisposed o do much until the receipt of pri
vate letters due by the Furops and the <t Johne
steamer. We poticed sales of aboutl 1,000 balea, in |as,
closing on the basis of about 140 » I4' 3., the Iatter
figure for even lots of middiing uplande. There were
rumors of sovoral thousand bales baviog changed hands,
which, however, we could nol trace. Common yrades of
State and Western flour closed with less buoyancy, while
cholce extrs brands were firm.  Southern llour was firm
and 0 good demand, with a fair amount of saies. Wheat
war less aclive, bul in falr export damand. Oommon
qualitien  wore heavy and lower, while medium and
prime alippiog grades were firm. Corn was heavy and
lower, while salow woro to a fair oxtent, chiefly to the
cal and Fastern trade. Pork opened with tolerable
firmmons, but closed lowor. A salc of moss was made
B17 76, aftarwarde sales of clty mess were made at
$17 96 A §17 57N, while prime sold at $18 a $12 25, Sa.

wore steady and the demand fale.  The sales em-
braced mbout 1,600 bhds . including 200 Porto Rieo by
auction, al prices given ip aoother eulumn. Coffes wan
quiet, A salo of 400 bags Rio was made at 12¢. & 18 e.
Frolghts wors steady , and corn and wheat wore cagaged

for Liverpeol, in b’k and bags, at 84, 5 04,

Opinlons In Xurope=The Great Problem
of the Age.

A rocept editorisl, in the Tondon Times, de-
®ares that the “prescnt exedement in the
Norwsern and Fouthern esetinns of tae United
States, hos bua no parallel sipce the early days
of f4a Frepch levolution There is a de
2tes of truth in this assertion; but bow vastly
different wss 1he memorable and terrible
atrupgle of oppressed ignorapce, with royal
aud arfstocratic tyranny, from the chivalric
atacd which the civilized and enlightened
mazaes of the New World, ure making againet
the inronds of anaschy and militery despol-
isz5] The French Revolmion inangurated a
war which ended in the downfall of the feudal
inatitutions and theories of the Middle Ages,
and the deetruction of the Divine right of kings
in Furope. It nimed at the establishment
of & democratic republie, for which the peo-
ple were then unfitted, and culminated in the
imperial despotism, which still interposes its
shadow, between Europe and the epjoyments of
true freedom, The population of France was
less than twenty-six millions, nine-tenths of
whom were semi barbarous, The country was
impoverished, overwhelmed with debt, and
possessed of comparatively scanty resources.
Means of communication were dificult, expen-
sive and tedious; the progress of events wus
slow; and weeks sometimes elapsed, before the
occurrences of the capital were known in the
remote provinces of the kingdom. The reverse
of all theee things, is the case in the United
States.

The first colonizers of North America, were
bardy, clear beaded, independent men, pos-
segsed of the best knowledge and experience
that Europe afforded, who voluntarily exiled
themselves from their homes, either to pos-
sess greater religious freedom: to enjoy
the abeence of restraint, in an nnexplored
and thinly settled hemisphere; or to acquire
agricultural or commercial wealth more ra-
pidly than was deemed possible in the beaten
paths of the Old World. Their descendants in-
creased and mmltiplied; but they retained the
vigorous energy of their forefathers, with in-
crensed wisdom and capacity for sclf-govern-
ment. Their revolt against Great Dritain was
no wild outburst of starving frenzy; nor‘was it
conjured into existence by the ambition of reck-
less demagogues. 1t was the spontaneons up-
rising of upright, intelligent millions, and was
founded on the sonndest prineiples of political
and social economy. Its success was inevita-
ble; and every result which the statesmen of the
day foresaw would be derived from it, has been
realized, beyond the wildest dreams of the
moet visionary imagination among them. Only
three-quarters of a century have elapsed, and
the great nation of which they laid the corner
stone, has become the wonder and admiration
of the carth. It extends from the Atlantic to
the Pacific ()cean, and, by a slight exercise of

strength, could embrace within its boundaries
the territory from the Arctic Ocean to the Ori-
ncco. Its population has increased from
three to thirty-two millions. Telegraphs, rail-
roads, and steamboats, have given to this pro-
digious empire a single pulse, which beats
simultaneously at distances of thousands of
“miles; makes each point a centre; identifies all
interests: and endows with magnetic commu-
nity of intelligence every part of the magnifi-
cent, and harmonious whole. Well may an ex-
citement exist, nnparalleled by that of the
Irench Revolution, or any previous epech, in
view of dangers menacing so beautiful a

abric.
The greatest problem of this or any other

age, is in progress of solution in the United
States. Itis whether man is capable of the
epjoyment of liberty, and free institutions;
whether civilization can be rendered perma-
nent by those who have attained it; or whether
he sublimest national product of human wis-
dom and virtue, aided by a beneficent Provi-
dence can be dashed to pieces, al the first blow
which is struck at it by treason and domestic
violence. European statesmen have not ceased
to predict that republican institutions, in a
civilized nation, were chimerical in theory, de-
lusive in practice, and that they could not
withetand the severe tests of anarchy or mili-
tary power when fairly directed against them.
Experience will now teach whether this
foreboding has been correct. It has already
demonstrated that we are impregnable against
attacks from without; but rebellion has never
reared its head in u formidable shape, since the
United States became a nation. Humanity re-
colls at the sacrilege, and asks whether the im-
plous attempt can be crowned with s success,
which would cause the very angels to mourn.
We believe that the (uestion is already answer-
ed. The language of the London Times itself,
shows that the people of the Union are alive to
the perils by which the republic is-surrounded,
prepared to meet them, and that order will

IxcoNsistENCIES 0F  Escpisn  Oprsioss  ox
Auvpnricax Arraims—One of our local contem-
poraries quotes from the London Times a New
York letter, dated April 16, and sets down its
authorship to Mr. Russell. There are two facts
opposed to the correctness of this assumption.
In the first place, the views expressed in it are
diametrically opposite to those developed by
that gentleman in his correspondence, both be-
fore and since: and in the next, Mr. Russell
was in Charleston. and not in New York, when
it was written, which was only a few days after
the fall Fort SBumter. It is no doubt
from the pen of DBancroft Davis, the Ameri-
can correspondent of the London Times, and it
thows the difference between the speculations
of an intelligent and well informed native
writer and those of a stranger visiting the coun-
try for the first time, and penning them after
only a few weeks' residence among us. The
blunder made as to the authorship of this letter
is characteristic of the ignorance of some of
our local papers in regard to matters within the
daily observation of the journalist. Asto the
divergency of views in the opinions enter-
tained of us by the leading English jonrnal,
there is nothing extraordinary in it Men's
sentiments undergo a modification a8 events
develope themeelves, and the London Times Ia
mow evidently passing through that process of
conversion in regard to the duty and destinies
of the North which the majority of our own
people underwent a few weeks ngo. We can-
not expect foreign journalists to be any clearer

«<ighted in respect to our affuirs than we are
onreelves.

Turrorkn Work 1 Ovn Crry Post Orvies.—
Hince the rally of the whole democratic party
to the support, under arms, of the Lincoln ad-
ministration, very few men are found disposed
to cherish even the remembrance of partisan
distinctions. Thue we wsee the fiest appolnt-
ment 1o & major generalship by the republionn

Governor of our owz Shate conferred upon
Jobn A Dix, & lifelong demwcrat.  The trcops
of repullicsu Massachusetis are led by the
Breckinridge cacdidate for Gowernor of that
Commenwealth at the last election. But it
se€m3 our city Posimaster does not adopt the
literality of principle so generally prevalent.
Itis true that be bimeelf, while azaerting now
that he haa always been o republican, or a
whig. éid rot ecruple to hold office under
Picrce und Buchanan all through their whole
terms of office; but now he is allowing mousing
politicisns from country towns to lay before
bim sffidavits proving that spme persons hold-
ing petty clerkships in the Post Office have, st
tome former period, expreased political senti-
ments which the Postmaster does not now ap-
prove of, though they have been those of his
masters for many years past. The object of
these petty political scavengers in the country
is to get some of their own friends and connec-
tions— greenhorns—substituted in our city Post
Office for the present well tried and trusty
clerkse. We believe that President Lincoln has
too intelligent and just an appreciation of the
posture of public affairs not to put his veto on
proceedings so repugnant to popular feeling
a4 eoon as they are brought to his attention.

Washington Not Yet Out of BPanger—The
Rebel Confederates and Thelr Fro-
gramme.

Within a month the late general alarm among
the loyal citizens of the Upited States, con-
cerning the safety of their federal capital, has
given way to a general feeling of pecurity,
The vigorous and united action of the adminis-
tration, the great awakening of the mighty
North, and the comprehensive business capa-
bilities, the untiring energy and activity dis-
played by the Secretary of War and his right
hand man, our experienced old General-in-
Chief, have accomplished wonders in hehalf
of the preservation of the government. Thus,
an army of fifty thousand men, fresh from the
ranks of the people, has been concentrated in
our federal city and in Maryland, or hard by,
all of which, within twenty-four hours, if
needed, could be thrown upon the same point;
and yet, we are apprehensive that Washington
is not out of danger.

From the very beginning, the seizure of
Washington was the great object and the great
necesgity of this SBouthern revolutionary enter
prize, and that object and that necessity among
the Confederate rebels are stronger to-day
than on the first day of last December. Had
Governor Hicks sided with the secession con-
spirators, in calling the Maryland Legislature
together in December last, instead of disclos-
ing their plans to General Scott, Maryland
would bave heen hurried out of the ['nion,
and @ revolutionary mob from Balii-
more, co-operating with a similar mob
from Virginia, would bave overthrown the
government of the United States. perhaps, in
February, go suddenly as to throw the whole
country into chaos. In the midst of this con-
fusion Jeflerson Davis, in occupation of the
White House, assuming the powers of our
government and the control of the army and
navy, would be able, as it was calculated, to
hold his position until his authority as the
de facto government at Washington would be
recognized by the great Powers of Europe.
Next, it was thought that this recognition
abroad would enable him guickly to crush out
all domestic hostilities, and to reconstruct the
Soutbern section of the Union upon the strong
foundations of a military despotism.

This scheme of securing Washington through
the secession of Maryland having failed, it
next became indispensable to secure both
Maryland and Washington through the secession
of Virginia. But her State Convention was
doubtful; it had been elected for the Union;
it hesitated, when called, to abanden the
Union. Fort Sumter then was bombarded,
and Virginia was launched into the waves ot
this Southern rebellion, for the howling seces-
sion mob of Richmond carried everything be-
fore them. With this act the game of the re-
volutionists in Maryland was not neglected.
The secession mob of Baltimore, instructed in
their part, quickly seized the occasion of the
passage of Union troops through that city to
inaugurate there the reign of the barricades
They succeeded, in a single hour, in getting
the control of the authorities of the city and
the State; and, by the secession conspiratora of
the Legislature at Frederick, the State would
have been rushed into the arms of Jefferson
Iavis, bad not the government at Washington
und the startled patriotism of the North been
too quick for them.

That Baltimore mob has been followed by a
succession of damagiog reverses to the cause
of the Southern Confederates. They have lost
Maryland beyond the possibility of recovery;
they have lost Baltimore, the base of operations
from which they had hoped to move upon
Washington, and they stand in a very doubtful
position in Virginia, threatencd in fromt by
Gieneral Scolt and in the rear by the Union
sentiment of the Western division of the State
The projected secession trick of the conspira-
tors in Mizsouri has also been foiled. Caplain
Lyon understood the plot and his duty. and
General Harney is not the man to stand upon
trifles. Kentucky, though laboring under the
misfortune of a sccession Governor, with a
body of active legislative Confederates to aid
him, still holds to the Union, and the brave
loyalists of Tennessee do not despair of saving
that State, although, like Virginia, she has been
turned over to Jeff. Davis, upon the presump-
tion of a popular ratification.

These are cncouraging manifestations of a
powerful reaction sgalnst the Southern re-
bellion, in all the border slave States, from
Maryland to Missouri; but stil we ap-
prehend that Washington is not yet out
of danger. In fact, as a stroke of policy
to recover his lost ground in the border slave
States, and to bring them over completely into
his service, the capture of Washington is more
than ever the paramount necessity of Davis.
(Iranted that he could not safely now attempt
n descent upon the city with less than ffty
thousand men, how do we know that he has not
full that number at this time within two or

three days’ march of some undisputed passage
across the upper Potomac?

We are relinbly informed that between Rick-
mond and Harper's Ferry there are various
hodiea of Confederate troope, amounting, in all,
1o not less than thirty thousand men: bul we
have no information of the forces behind them.
Their occupation of Harper's Ferry is very
suspicious; for if it were left open there would
be no object in a federal invasion of
Virginia for that point. Between that
polut, bowever, and Washisgton, there is

oo bridge, that we ars awar2 of, across the
.

broad Potomac; and at this aesaon ot the year,
coraideriog the swollen and rapid ve !ume of
the river above tide water, fifty thousam' men
might cross the Lridge at Harper's Ferry, And
wa'k down along the river bank, the sim)y
miles to Washington, before half the aumber
could be ferried over with any means to be
commanded at any intermediate point.

The rebels hold Harper's Ferry, then, be-
cause it is the nearest point mow left them
whera they can cross an army over the Poto-
mac, and move upon Washington without loss
of time, Holding Alexandris, too, they hold
the point which commands the railway con-
oection inland between Richmend and Har-
per's Ferry. Thus their twenty thousand
men in Richmond, and the various other
thousands at other intervening depots to-
day, may be in Harper’s Ferry to-morrow
morning, and st the Relay House by rail
carly in the afternoon. It is given out that
they are moving up for a raid into Pennsyl-
vania; but this is a feint Their object is
Washington; and while Alexandria and Har-
per’a Ferry are etill held by them, our federal
capital and government are etill within the
reach of Jefferson Davis.

We hope that the administration will no
longer hesitate to cross the Potomac from con-
siderations of delicacy to rebels sheltering
themselves under the defences of State pride.
Recklees, desperate, utterly unscrupulous, and
defying as they do, in their atrocioua legisla-
tive proceedings, the moral sense of mankind,
the conspirators in the interest of Jeff. Davis,
without dainty reservations, should be treated
a3 armed enemies of the government,

If the loyal people of Virginia are to be
saved frem a consuming invasion, if the State
is to be saved without bloodshed, and if our
capital is to be rendered secure against all pos-
sible asesults, either Richmond, or Alexandria
and Harper’s Ferry, must be oocupled by
United States troops without further loss of
time.

Crrricar Posrmiox or Mrssovrt. —We find
considerable dizcussion in those journals which
sympathize with the secessionists as to the le-
gality of the act of Captain Lyon in capturing
Camp Jackson, at St. Louis, and making prison-
ere of the State troops who were being drilled
there under the direction of the Governor.
The arms and ammunition were seized as being
part of what were stolen from the United Statea
government. But all the prisoners have been
discharged on taking an cath not to serve
against the federal government, with the excep-
tion of Captain McDonald, who has refused io
take the oath, and applied to Judge Treat, of
the United States Circuit Court, for a habeas
corpus, which, if the Judge grants and orders
the prisoner to be discharged, the commander
of the federal troops at St. Louis will probably
disregard, if we may judge from his proclama-
tion, which we published yesterday.

That document, indeed, has been as much
censured as the act of Captain Lyon, which it
endorses. But it must be borne in mind that if
these proceedings are not strictly legal and
constitutional, but are somewhat stretches of
legitimate power, the State of Missouriisin a
revolutionary condition, and her Legislature
and Governor are acting contrary to the general
sentiment of the people, which is strongly
in favor of the Union, The State authorities of
Misgouri are in league with the Southern con-
federacy, which furnished the arms and ammu-
nition captured in Camp Jackson. It is evi-
dent, from the action of the Governor and Le-
gislature, that they mean, if they can, to follow
the example of the State authorities of Vir-
ginia, North Carolina and Tennessee, and to
take Missouri out of the Union by force or
fraud, A revolutionary military bill was
adopted by both houses of the Legislature im-
mediately after the bold step of Captain Lyon.
This bill forces all, under a heavy fine, to
serve, no matter whether they are Union men
or not; and it authorizes a loan and the appro-
priation of taxes to the raising of a fund to arm
ihe State and to establish an armory in the
penitentiary at Jefferson City, the capital, for
the manufacture of arms and ammunition.

Accounts from that city. published yester-
day, inform us of the arrival of the militia
there from the surrounding towns and coun-
ties, many of them mounted. We further learn
that ex Governor Price has been appointed
major gencral of these forces, and Is now in
command of them, and that he threatens hang-
g, under martial law, against all, whether
L nited States soldiers or not, who meddle with
property or fire upon the citizens—a menace
tor General Harney, which the veteran
warrlor answers by his  proclamation
that, “within the scope and field of his com-
mund, the supreme law of the land must and
:hall be maintained; that no subterfuge in the
‘orm of legisaltive acts or otherwise can be
permitted,” and that he “shall deem it his duty
to supprees all nnlawful combinations of men,
whether formed under a military organization
or otherwize.” Though Jefferson City ia some

"bundred and twenty miles from St. Louis, it is

not beyond the reach of the iron Harney, who
iz more to be dreaded than even (eneral
Batler, of Massa-lusetts. Hanging is a game
at which he can play a8 well as General
I'rice or Governor Jackson; and a collision
may soon be expected. unless the State autho-
rities succumb to “the supreme law,” like
those of Maryland.

Miszouri i= now in the condition in which
the Massachusetta troops found Maryland when
they were murderously sssailed in passing
through Daltimore. The proximity of the
large body of federal troops at Washington,
and the number which were preparing to
march from New York and Pennsylvania, to-
gether with the nactivily and energy of
General Butler in occupying Annapolis, the
State capital, saved the Union men of
Maryland from revolution, and her Go-
vernor now issues his proclamation giving
her quota of four regiments to defend
Maryland or Washington from invasion. Mia-
sourl has had no assistance from the federal
government. Her defence against revolution
has been insugurated by her own citizens,
who have enrolled themsolvea as volunteers
for the Union, in despite of Governor Jackson.
Now, that force may not be sufficient to keep in
check all the secesalonists who will, without
doubt, be armed with the State arms, if not
with thoee supplied from Monigomery. Hence
it 18 necessary to nssist Missouri in order to
keep ber in the Union. The Union Dafence
Jommittee, therefore, of this city onght to send
hoe arms 'ut once; and if they have rot sufli-
olent funds to purchase them, et thew appeal
+o the eitizensof New York, by eallly z 4 public
meeting to ralae subscriptions for ao patriotie
swi %0 imporiant a purpcss,

f

The Attitads of England itn Regard ¢
Our National Troubles.

According to the telegraphic despatch
we published yesterday from St Johns, New
foundland, Lord Jobn Russell made sa im
poriant statement in the House of Commos
relative to American affairs. It appears, tro
the brief and condensed telegraphic abatract,
that his Lordship regards the collectis
dues from foreign ships betore breaking bulk
84 an infringement of international law,” bui
that “no defivite instructions had been sent the
oruizers, as 80 much depended on circum-
stances;” besides, the British government be-
lieve that such a collection «js impractics-
ble.”

As to the blockade, he said it could only be
recognized when effective. The Englis
Minister was not then aware, however, tha
our government had taken measures to render
the blockade effective, and that it is not a mere
paper edict. Now, as an effective blockade)
will be recognized by England, that disposes
of the question of collecting revenue at the|
mouths of Southern harbors. Not only will n¢
revenue be collected at these ports, but mo
ships will be permitted to enter them, being n¢
longer ports of entry.

But the most important part of the state
ment of Lord John Russell is yet to come. ¢
is represented as saying:—*Regarding lette
of marque, the government were of the opinior?
that the Southern confederation must *be
recognized na belligeronts.”” What is the pre
cise meaning of this is not very clear. Th
brevity of telegraphic despatches sometime
leaves the sense obscure, and it is not till we
receive the full report of the speech by th:
mails that we can be certain of what the Brit
ish Minister really said. As the words me
stand they may be taken as meaning eithe
that the English government must regard
Southern confederation as enemies at war wit!
England by issuing piratical letters ‘o
marque, or a8 logitimate Delligerent
sgainst the United States, and that it|
privaleers are not pirates any mor
than were the privateers of the United State
in the time of the American Revolution, or tha:/
they would now be if we were at war wjtl
France. Should that be the meaning, it be
comes a question of serious gravity for the com
sideration of our government, for it would gi
Jefferson Davia’ piraies the right to take o
ships to English ports and sell them.

One thing is clear, that the English govern
ment does not say it recognizes the indepe
dence of the Southern confederacy, nor that
recognizes piracy. On the conirary, judgin/
from its action at the Peace Conference of thil
great Powers at Paris, in 1856, the inference
that it must regard the letters of marque issue
by Jefferson Davis as piracy. The great Iov
ers of Europe, in their treaty, then declare
privateering to be piracy, and they asked o
government to agree to the declaration. Thi:
however, the American government refased
do, on the ground that it was a weapon whic
& maritime Power without a large navy coul®
not afford to surrender.

But if such are the sentiments of the Britis
government about privateering, in the case ¢
letters of marque being issued by a lawful, riy
sponsible government, in what light must |
not regard privateers when commissioned k.
revolutionista and rebels who are
government, but in the same category as Jot
DBrown, whose acts on land were no wor
than will be the deeds of the privateers of Je |
ferson Davis by sea. The fact of the Mon||
gomery President authorizing private vess el
to make war on our commerce does not lege
ize the commission. It is & nullity. Hd hy
no right to commission veesels to capture o
ships and murder our seamen, giving so mu
per head for the living and the dead.
whatever England may do, the government |
Washington will not recognise the right
privateering on the part of rebels, any mo
than it recognizes the right of the Southern co
federation to take up arms against it
land. The one it holds to be treason, the oth
piracy.

The Old Revolutionary Soldier.

The subscription for the benefit of the old Revajuti
ary soldier, Isaac Duniels, continues 0 be dally increa :]
hy small amounis sent Lo the editor of Lhis pspor.
Tuesday last we paid over to Mre. Hover, daughter of
oid soldicr, the sum of $28, and bave sioce then recol
£17 additional. We anmox the following list of &

scripticng recerved thun far at thig oflice tor this char
glw objoct —

i ¥, -4 S s e et 1
F. K. © N

One whose fund e lmited.. .. ....ooviiviiiiiiniin |
From John C. Moseman, subscription of the employes
Brooks Brothera, corner of Groadway and Grand wt..

. PRGOS

Movements of Mra. Lincoln,

Mrs. lincoln bas been busy durisg the whole of
week making purchases of all the thinga likely to
required by herself and family during the sukan
months. Each day she has sallied forth from the Me f
politan Hotel, T d by Mra. Grimniey, aod o :r
haunled the stocks of our dry goods merchants, for, wil
her native shrewdness and common senss, she oviden

knows that, in such sn important aifair as shopp)
there s noﬁmtl like a personal inspection of the i >y
emocratic Western hahils with hes

and carries her d
the White House

Om Tuewday che vieited Lhe dry goods atore of Lor
Taylor, on ¢ esterday, sccompanisd by 3

the priscipal rt ol
blishment of Iinll-lmI . B
Haughweut & Co, corner of Brosdway i
Broome street, where she ordered n most magnif
dinner service for the White House. The color s
Dlastned 08 @ich pioce. Masers. Haaghwout & 0o ]
o0 eac A g
mert that it will be the most beautiful service sver tur 4
oul of their establishment, and are detormined th
shall be got up in s manner that shall sl once ret
mmmu-mmmmu&lm

#o0 at Cambr y
direct to

. gwon;, N, = |
T asy w8

SEVOOr il

(6 i ¥ WO New \'oti."
of Conmect wut; i, N, Haj
Olivizra, of Now OO s aoeg; of 1

v An®, are st

B ot e m 2. e

{ Joan H. Dale, af
m'ﬁ ;u-m-n,“ ‘m!l;om; & 1 Baardl
; t; A K. )
.'m.l'ot Int; A, K. Marbl

wand C. A Wright
Stanton, Conn. , are stopr Jing at the mm’f:: 1

Rev. . Molherson, of 'Sty yurgh: 2 8 Keysor
family, snd Robert McKim aad w‘g_ur Baltinsore; |
Neal and family, end Mra. L 'vigke, of Bostou; Mr, 8
with] ana wite, of Foglamd, 3 a4 1, Readings, and wi
g &t Ahe Fifth Avenue Hotel
ans: T ¥, Faxton, of Uticn; Jamr:
nad [, Hammond, of the United States Arm
W H, Jnrvis, of Hartford  Conn.; F. T. 1ally, of Mai
Monteath, of Albany, 8, M. Buckingbam, of Wator
Gotin.; 1, G, Ball, of O ,rgin, and N. Wheeler, of B
port, Conn. , are & g b e B, Nicholas Hotel

Hon. Amos Kendall, of Washington. Fon . B
Springfield; Hon. A. ' Diekinwon, of Hornby, H
1001, of Vermond, 17 .. Wataon, of Staten laland; H. 1
toll, of Kngiand; B Fough, of Memphis, H. D Mun
soti, of Enlom P, Chenay . of Boston: . B Nors -
Norwich: &, Har) om, Jr., of Wilmington, A \aa Vee
H. J. Hastings, W, N. Btrong and B, H. Pruyn, of Al

Col. Rice, of Bomton, 1", V. Hel'tn['g,m Utioa, s1'N8,
oF 5 Talo, wre stoppleg sl ®ia Astor House




